sigmoid analysis. In such cases, or whenever adequate post-asymptotic data cannot be obtained, it may be necessary to choose a simpler model (e.g. linear or exponential) to test hypotheses. Such procedures, while failing to provide all the information contained in a sigmoid analysis, are nevertheless preferable to analytical procedures that are unwarrantedly complex with respect to the nature of the data available.
It is here that the paradigm enters, for to investigate the shape parameter, it is essential to design studies that can yield sufficient information so that the iterative solutions can estimate the parameters of interest. The value of the paradigm, therefore, is that it points the way to new study designs that will assure a data set worthy of the powerful new techniques. As a tool for analyzing pre-existing data sets, researchers are likely to be disappointed, and will turn to more traditional analyses. One should be careful, however, not to allow such frustrations to color one's understanding of the importance of new study designs and new analyses.
